
DR. CAIN’S MESSAGE
In mid-December, I had the distinct pleasure of listening to the Doerre 
and Klein Oak symphony orchestras perform in Chicago at The Midwest 
Clinic, an international band and orchestra conference. As I sat there and 
marveled at the shear talent of our students and directors, the pride within 
me grew. It is my honor and pleasure to serve the district’s students, 
parents, employees and community members as the Klein community is 
truly a gem in northwest Houston. 

The STEAM Express mobile 
classroom has visited over 18 
schools and served over 7,500 
students since beginning its 
journey in November.

Donated by the Klein ISD 
Education Foundation to the 
district for the students of the 
Klein ISD, the STEAM Express 
mobile classroom is traveling 
the district year-round to 
teach students about Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
and Math.

THE STEAM 
EXPRESS 
TRAILER
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is on the road to a 
school near you.
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The Foundation invested $253,000 for the custom-
built trailer and materials and $73,500 for the 2015 
Freightliner truck that is pulling the trailer. Generous 
in-kind donations of technology and architectural 
design services totaled nearly $80,000.

When students enter the STEAM Express mobile 
classroom, they will be greeted with colorful, area-
specific graphics designed exclusively for the trailer 
to aide in the teaching of STEAM-related topics. The 
STEAM Express also features learning stations equipped 
with touch-screen computers dedicated to Architecture, 
Geology, Engineering, Robotics, Health, Meteorology, 
and Space Exploration. The purpose of the STEAM 
Express is to inspire young minds to pursue careers in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math.

“I hope that by introducing students to the subjects 
contained within the STEAM Express, we can 

encourage them to consider educational courses that 
will guide them to STEAM careers in the future,” said 
Bill Nebeker, STEAM Express program coordinator. 
“This is all about inspiring young minds to expand 
what they think is possible. The STEAM Express 
will allow us to accomplish that goal in fun, student-
engaging ways.”

Have you spotted the STEAM Express trailer out and 
about? Safely tweet a picture to @STEAM_Express so 
we can share it.

For more information about the STEAM Express visit:
kisd.us/steamexpress

To learn more about the Foundation visit:
kleinisdeducationfoundation.net

The STEAM Express Trailer - continued

KLEIN ISD 2015
BOND BLUEPRINT The Bond Steering Committee studied 

items deemed necessary by the safety 
and security committee, including 
elementary school entry improvements, 
interior security doors to elementary 
classroom mod areas, a districtwide digital 
radio communication system, campus 
site improvements, Memorial Stadium 
emergency lighting, alarms and access 
control points.

The bond blueprint accounts for the 
ever-changing needs for technology 
in curriculum by providing updated 
infrastructure, computers and other 
instructional classroom equipment as 
well as updated student information and 
business systems and equipment. 

Buses are included to address student 
growth and to replace those that have 
exceeded useful life. 

Klein ISD is a fast-growth district, and 
as such, four new campuses are slated 
for construction as well as facility 
renovations, remodels and repairs to 
campuses and facilities across the district, 
some more than 40 years old. Land 
purchases are included for future schools 
and facilities. The blueprint includes 
expansions at nine schools to address 
student growth and requirements for 
instructional programs. 



Within the last two years, the Klein 
ISD Board of Trustees reduced the tax 
rate by five cents, saving the average 
homeowner $6.47 per month. If the 2015 
bond is approved, homeowners would 
see an anticipated incremental increase 
over a three year period of ten cents in 
their tax rate, amounting to an additional 
$12.99 per month for the average priced 
home valued at $155,866. Homeowners 
that are 65 years of age or older with a 
homestead exemption will see no tax 
increase as their taxes are frozen.

Klein ISD residents will have the 
opportunity to vote on the bond 
referendum on Saturday, May 9, 2015. 
In addition, early voting begins April 
27 and runs through May 5. For more 
information, visit the district’s 2015 bond 
election website at 

kisd.us/2015bond.
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BYOD, iPADS 
& GOOGLE

This school year, three pilots are underway 
with iPads, Google Chromebooks and bring 
your own device (BYOD) programs at 
selected campuses across the district.
Chromebooks and iPads have gained 
popularity based on price, speed and 
functionality of the devices. 

“We have received positive results from 
both teachers and students utilizing the 
iPads and Chromebooks at the selected 
campuses for a variety of reasons,” said 
Dr. Susan Borg, Klein ISD Associate 
Superintendent for Instruction & Student 
Services. “They have functionality that is 
useful to educators and students.” 

This spring semester, Wunderlich 
Intermediate will be the first campus to 
pilot the BYOD program which will offer 
students internet access on their personal 
devices. The pilot will consist of a small 

The Klein ISD is solidifying its 
reputation as a leader when it 
comes to utilizing technology as a 
learning tool in the classroom. 

2015 BOND BLUEPRINT
VOTING INFORMATION

EARLY VOTING
APRIL 27TH - MAY 5TH

DATES DAYS HOURS
April 27, 2015 - May 1, 2015 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
May 2, 2015 Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
May 4, 2015 - May 5, 2015 Monday - Tuesday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS:

Klein High School
16715 Stuebner Airline Rd 

Klein, TX 77379

Klein Oak High School
22603 Northcrest Dr.

Spring, TX 77389

Klein Instructional Center
4411 Louetta Rd.
Spring, TX 77388

Klein ISD Central Office
7200 Spring Cypress Road 

Klein, Texas 77379

Klein Forest High School
11400 Misty Valley Dr.

Houston, TX 77066

Klein Collins High School
20811 Ella Blvd.

Spring, TX 77388

Klein Multipurpose Center
7500 FM 2920

Klein, TX 77379

Harris County Clerk’s Office
1001 Preston, 4th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002

ELECTION DAY MAY 9TH 
VOTING LOCATIONS:

  Benignus Elementary School
Brill Elementary School
Doerre  Intermediate School

  Eiland Elementary School
  Epps Island Elementary School
  Frank Elementary School

Hassler Elementary School
  Haude Elementary School
Kaiser Elementary School
Klenk Elementary School

  Kohrville Elementary School
Krahn Elementary School 
Kuehnle Elementary School 
Lemm Elementary School

  Mueller Elementary School
  Nitsch Elementary School

Roth Elementary School
Strack Intermediate School

  Theiss Elementary School
Zwink Elementary School

Growth
57%

Safety & 
Security 

4%

Renovations
27%

Technology
10%

School Buses
2%

Breakdown of 2015 Bond by Category

$7,897,589

$283,641,612

$18,717,892

$136,527,770

$51,315,137
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DISTRICT EVENTS:

select group of teachers and 
students.

“Our long-term goal is to have as 
many students as possible able to 
connect to the internet on various 
devices and have access to academic 
resources at the campus level,” 
said Karen Fuller, Klein ISD Chief 
Technology Officer. 

With implementation, all BYOD 
devices must adhere to the 
Information Technology safety 
filtering and several other factors 
such as, connectivity and delivery. 

“Ensuring quality delivery across 
the network is vital as this pilot is 
implemented. We are working on 
making sure students with both 
new and older devices will have 
access on their devices. We will also 
work on how the academic content 
will appear across various devices,” 
stated Fuller.

Results from the pilots are set to 
be reviewed and considered for 
implementation in the upcoming 
school years as an additional 
avenue to enhance learning. 
“I could foresee that any of these 
pilots could be implemented at 
other campuses,” stated Borg. 

“The integration of digital tools in 
the classroom will continue to be 
essential for preparing future ready 
students in the Klein ISD.”

For more information about 
technology in the classrooms visit, 
kisd.us/kisdtechinclass

READER’S & WRITER’S WORKSHOP
Klein ISD utilizes the Reader’s 
and Writer’s Workshop model in 
classrooms to better focus on the 
needs of its students and ensure 
academic achievement for all 
learners. What is the Reader’s and 
Writer’s Workshop model, you may 
ask? Let’s take a deeper look.

The Reader’s and Writer’s 
Workshop is based on the Release of 
Responsibility model which offers a 
multiple scaffold learning experience 
through tasks such as guided practice, 
independent practice, demonstration 
by a teacher and the corresponding 
shared responsibilities of these tasks. 
There are four parts to the workshop 

learning model: independent reading 
and writing, guided reading and 
writing, mini lessons and share time 
for students with their peers and their 
teacher. Through these areas, teachers 
are able to individualize the lessons 
based on the needs of their students.

The difference with the Reader’s 
and Writer’s Workshop classroom 
compared to other classroom 
structures is that the workshop 
classroom offers engagement and 
motivation to students. In this style 
classroom, teachers are facilitators 
and partners in learning as 
opposed to being the lecturer telling 
students how they should think or 

feel about predetermined books or 
writing passages. 

“This framework is also teaching 
students good skills such as 
communication and respect and 
allows them to collaborate and 
problem solve with their peers,” said 
Carrie Farmer, Klein ISD elementary 
program coordinator. 

IN THE NEWS
To stay up to date on the latest news and information from across 
the Klein ISD, check us out on social media and by downloading 
the new Klein ISD app for smartphones.

Stay in touch in the following ways:

 Facebook facebook.com/KleinISD

 Twitter twitter.com/KleinISD

 YouTube youtube.com/user/KleinISDVideos

Mobile App
With the mobile app, you will have quick and easy access to features like the 
district directory, Parent Connection, School Cash Online and much more. 
Download the Klein ISD mobile app today to stay in the know, while you are 
on the go!

UPCOMING BREAKS

Staff Development/Student Holiday
April 2, 2015

Easter Holiday Break
April 3, 2015

UNITE FOR UNDERSTANDING

April 30, 2015
Vistas High School Program, 5:30 p.m.

Family Fitness Fair
May 2, 2015
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Klein Memorial Stadium

PROMS

Klein High May 2, 2015
Klein Collins May 16, 2015
Klein Oak May 16, 2015
Klein Forest  May 23, 2015

Memorial Holiday
May, 25, 2015

Wunderlich Farm & Museum 
Heritage Day
May 30, 2015

GRADUATION

Saturday, June 6, 2015
at NRG Stadium 

Klein Forest 9 a.m.
Klein Oak Noon
Klein Collins 3 p.m.
Klein High 6 p.m.

KLEIN ISD 
TEACHER JOB FAIR
April 11, 2015
9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Klein Collins High School

Free Activities, Fun 
And entertAinment

For All Ages

Vendors   Moon Walks   Clown  Games  music

And Much More

For more information visit www.kleinisd.net/familyfitness or find us on     - Kleinwell Healthy Living Program

Join us at the home side of the stadium for opportunities to learn from the healthy living community 

and support the Kleinwell Healthy Living program

Fun Run/Walk
* Registration

Required

4th Annual Kleinwell

Saturday May 2, 2015
Klein Memorial Stadium

8 a.m. - noon

Fa
mily Fitness Fair

Healthy Living Program

Klein Memorial Stadium



Growth and development are moving quickly in the Klein 
ISD, as more families and companies continue to move 
to the area. The district has been working on a capital 
needs plan for more than a year, and a 120-member Bond 
Steering Committee comprised of parents, community 
members, students and employees spent four months in 
the fall of 2014 studying demographic and capital needs 
data to develop a bond blueprint. 

At the Jan. 12, 2015, Board meeting, the Trustees 
unanimously approved a bond referendum for May 
9, 2015, in the amount of $498,100,000 to address five 
general categories of items in the bond blueprint 
package that will impact all Klein ISD campuses. They 
include growth, facility renovations, safety & security, 
technology, and buses.

Along with more details about the 2015 bond, in 
this issue of Klein District News, you can read about 

the STEAM Express, the reading and writing model 
workshop, technology pilots that include iPads, 
bringing your own device and Google Chromebooks, as 
well as information about upcoming events throughout 
the district. 

Thank you for taking time to read this newsletter. Our 
district’s success is directly linked to the commitment 
and dedication of Klein ISD’s highly engaged parents 
and community members. As the district continues 
its journey to be “future ready” in today’s fast-paced 
society, we recognize that we must constantly strengthen 
our communication venues. We encourage you to 
connect with us by subscribing to our daily electronic 
KleINTOUCH newsletter, downloading our mobile app 
and following us on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube. 

Sincerely,
Dr. Jim Cain, Superintendent
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Dr. Cain’s Message - continued


